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KAMBALDA WATER AND WASTEWATER FACILITIES (TRANSFER TO WATER 
CORPORATION) BILL 2004 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 27 October. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [5.38 pm]:  The purpose of this Bill is to transfer ownership of the Kambalda 
water and waste water facilities to the Water Corporation of Western Australia.  We will be supporting this Bill.  
Kambalda was established in the 1960s and 1970s by Western Mining Corporation Resources Ltd to 
accommodate the company’s work force.  Legislation governing the nickel operations at Kambalda, Kalgoorlie 
and Kwinana came into operation after most of the services had already been constructed.  In the 1980s, WMC 
set up a home ownership program in Kambalda that resulted in most of the properties in Kambalda being sold to 
private owners.  WMC ceased to mine nickel in Kambalda in 2000, and it has been withdrawing slowly from the 
town and selling its mining titles.  The Minister for State Development has been working with WMC to transfer 
ownership of the town services to government agencies and the Shire of Coolgardie.  Key services that are yet to 
be normalised include water and waste water services that were built by Western Mining Corporation and have 
operated for some 40 years.   
This Bill provides for the application of the Water Agencies (Powers) Act 1984 to the Kambalda water and 
waste water facilities.  It will provide the Water Corporation with ongoing access to the pipe infrastructure for 
operation and maintenance.  This Bill is necessary because ownership of the Kambalda water and waste water 
pipes is fragmented.  In some cases, ownership of the pipes was inadvertently transferred to owners of individual 
properties.   
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.A. Radisich):  Order!  I have requested several times in the past 20 minutes that 
members be heard in silence.  Clearly that request has been ignored.  I ask members to please leave the Chamber 
if they wish to have conversations, or I will begin calling them to order for speaking when another member is on 
his feet. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  As I was saying, in some cases the ownership of the pipes was inadvertently transferred 
to owners of individual properties, and possibly the technical liability for maintenance of these pipes as well.  
That is really the issue.  As I understand it, this Bill will not physically disrupt landowners but will ensure that 
the service is placed in the hands of the appropriate authority.  It will also ensure that the residents have a secure 
water and waste water service and that liability for the ongoing maintenance does not inadvertently rest with 
residents.  That is one of the key parts of the Bill.   
The Bill bars any claim for compensation because of the transfer.  Compensation to landowners for transferring 
the ownership of the pipes to the Water Corporation is not proposed, since it was never intended that sections of 
an essential community service would pass to individual landowners.  Basically, we support this legislation. 
Western Mining Corporation set up the waste water facility, and this Bill will ensure that the facility is handed 
over to the Water Corporation.  It will also ensure that the servicing of those pipes will not inadvertently have to 
be met by the landowners. 

We support this legislation.  Will the minister support clause 25?  No.  We have a problem with clause 25, which 
is a Henry VIII clause, and we were going to amend it in the upper House if no amendments were made in this 
place.   

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Eyre) [5.41 pm]:  I have been involved with this legislation for some three years.  I 
congratulate the staff of the Department of Industry and Resources who have worked tirelessly to ensure that this 
legislation has a smooth transition through Parliament.  I also congratulate Western Mining Corporation for 
establishing Kambalda in the late to mid 1960s.  Basically, Western Mining made Kambalda what it is today and 
Kambalda also made Western Mining, now known as WMC Resources, what it is today.  I was pleased to be 
involved in the negotiations, along with people from the Coolgardie Shire Council.  At the end of the day, I was 
pleased to be involved in the presentation by WMC to the Kambalda community of a cheque for $1.5 million for 
a proposed recreation centre, which I raised the need for when I stood for the seat of Eyre three and a half years 
ago, plus another $250 000 for the first facilities in Kambalda for senior citizens.  In recent years WMC has 
come in for some criticism by the community when winding down its commitment to Kambalda, but on this 
occasion its commitment cannot be questioned.  A cheque for $1.75 million is a wonderful parting gift, 
following the end of the state agreement involved in this process.  This legislation provides a win-win situation.  
Firstly, it is a win for the Kambalda community with $1.75 million being made available for much-needed 
facilities.  Secondly, WMC will have the state agreement finalised so that it can sell its final nickel mine.  Those 
nickel mines have been a wonderful success.  In the past two years they have been sold to individual operators.  
Thirdly, another winner will be the State Government, because this finalises what was a legislative nightmare 
with all these sewerage and water pipes technically being owned by individual owners in Kambalda.  Finally, the 
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winners are the people of Kambalda because of the services and amenities they will receive following receipt of 
the $1.75 million.  More jobs will also be provided for the people of Kambalda.  When I became the member for 
Eyre, Kambalda had a problem in that it had about 200 vacant houses.  Today there are hardly any vacant 
houses, and families are crying out for a house or even a caravan in the town.  There are plenty of jobs and the 
town is booming.  As well as contributing $1.75 million, WMC will also compensate the 60 or 70 landowners in 
Kambalda who are most affected by these pipes.  These people will get an early Christmas present that they did 
not expect.  I understand the sums will range from $200 to $2 000 in the most obvious cases in which the pipes 
go away from the boundary of a land lot.  I congratulate the staff of the Department of Industry and Resources 
who have been involved in this legislation.  I also congratulate WMC and all those involved.  I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

MR C.M. BROWN (Bassendean - Minister for State Development) [5.45 pm]:  I thank members of the 
Opposition for their comments and support for this Bill.  I agree with the comments made by the member for 
Eyre.  Following discussions with the Opposition in the other place, I foreshadow that we will go into 
consideration in detail and oppose clause 25 so that it can be removed from the Bill.  On that basis I think the 
Bill can proceed expeditiously. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Consideration in Detail 

Clauses 1 to 24 put and passed.   

Clause 25:  Further provision may be made by regulation - 
Mr C.M. BROWN:  In consultation with the Opposition in the other place, concerns were raised about this 
clause, which provides the ability to rectify any minor deficiencies in the legislation.  We are happy to have it 
deleted.  We will vote against the clause to enable its deletion from the Bill, but we do so on the understanding 
that should some minor technical amendment be required in this place, the Bill would come back fairly quickly 
and be dealt with expeditiously.  As with all Bills of this technical nature, there is always a question about 
whether some fine point has or has not been properly covered by the draftspeople.  In the recent mining 
legislation we had to include some fine wording for a Bill that was introduced by the former Court Government 
in 1996, which could not be given effect to because this fine wording was not properly understood at the time.  
That legislation languished until other amendments could be effected.  The matter needs to be resolved.  
Parliamentary counsel believes it has crafted a Bill with great precision to ensure that all the things that need to 
be done can be done.  However, it was understood that if any technical hitches required technical amendment, 
they would be progressed fairly quickly.  On that basis, it is my intention to vote against clause 25.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The coalition agrees with the minister and will oppose clause 25, which is a Henry VIII 
clause regarding regulations.  Our member in the upper House, Hon Murray Criddle, has the carriage of the Bill 
in that Chamber, and the minister has reached agreement with him on the matter.   

Clause put and negatived.   

Schedules 1 and 2 put and passed.   

Title put and passed. 
Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr C.M. Brown (Minister for State Development), and transmitted to the 
Council. 
 


